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13th AGAM- World Memon Organization (27th Aug to 1st Sep 2015 ) 
 
The 13th AGAM of the WMO and the 13th AGM of WMO CF was hosted by the Far East Chapter in the 
resplendent city of Colombo, Sri Lanka from the 29th of August to the 1st of September at the Hotel Taj 
Samudra. 

 

It was a celebration of Memon brotherhood and a watershed event in the history of WMO as for the 
first time, 2 marquee events, the mega MPL (Memon Premier League) cricket tournament and the AGM 
were held simultaneously. The warm camaraderie, fellowship and affiliation of Memon’s around the 
globe towards this wonderful organization were strikingly evident by the colossal turn out at both the 
events. 

 

There were large representations from Africa, Middle East, Pakistan, India, UK, USA and of course the 
host nation of Sri Lanka.  

 

The most noteworthy development of the 13th AGM was the magnanimous contribution of a MILLION 
DOLLAR lilah donation by the generous Mr.M.H. Omar towards the Far East Chapter. An endorsement of 
his faith in the extensive humanitarian work done by the WMO.  

 

26th August marked the arrival of most of the delegates from around the globe and signaled the start of 
a momentous AGAM which was the culmination of three months of rigorous planning and hard work by 
the Sri Lankan contingent. Notably Mr. Ashraf Sattar, Mr AC Saleem, Mr Shahid Sangani amongst many 
others.  
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23rd August 2015 

MPL2 Kick Off 

 
The Official Kick Off of the 2nd Memon Premier League T20 Cricket Tournament (MPL2) took place on 
23rd August at Best Western Hotel Colombo, (the official Hotel for the teams) with the “Team 
Management Meeting”. The Captains, the Managers and Coaches of all 6 participating teams together 
with the Match Officials and the Organizing Committee participated at this meeting. Mr Asoka De Silva, 
former Sri Lanka Test Cricketer & Member of the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires and the Match Referee for 
MPL 2 briefed all the teams on the Rules and Regulations  of MPL and this was followed by a lively 
discussion among all participants. 
 
Thereafter the Official Team Photo sessions was held with all the teams in their Playing Kit participated 
and mingled with the fellow cricketers from other teams.  
 
A delicious Mongolian Dinner followed at the Best Western Roof Top 
 

24th August 2015 

MPL 2 – 1st Match 
 
The MPL2 Kicked Off at the Sinhalese Sports Grounds (SSC), a premier test venue in Sri Lanka with 
defending Champions Pakistan taking on Middle East Chapter followed by the Runners up from MPL1 
India taking on Africa.   
 
Under the cloudy Lankan skies, the completion got under-way. Pakistan were up-against the risings stars 
from the Middle East. The Pakistani side, from the off-set, made it clear to one and all that they are in no 
mood to let go of their title. The match was a one-sided affair, with the 2013 Champions winning 
without any casualties while chasing a mediocre total of 74 runs.  

The second match was a closer affair with India overcoming much improved Africa by 18 Runs under D/L 
 
The MPL1 Sponsors Phoenix Ventures Ltd and Expolanka Holdings Plc once again stepped upto the 
crease to support this Mega Sporting spectacle of WMO as Platinum and Gold Sponsors respectively of 
MPL2 and thereby cementing their commitment to WMO/MPL  

 

27th August 2015 

Sinhala Avurudhu Games 

Sinhala Avurudhu Games were arranged for MPL players’ at Best Western Car park to introduce foreign 
delegates and players to the rich Sri Lankan culture. The Sinhalese and Tamil New Year is a national 
festival in Sri Lanka, which is usually celebrated on 13th and 14th of April every year to herald the start of 
the New Year under the Sinhala Calendar. Various Avurudhu (meaning Year) games are played on this 
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auspicious occasion. The significance of these games played on New Years is that everyone participates 
in these competitions regardless of age.  

The delegates were given an opportunity to participate in just 2 of the many Traditional New Year 
games: 

1. Kanamutti bindeema :  A row of pots are hung with one of the pots having a colored dye. The 
participants are blindfolded and each participant is given one Swing at the Pots and however 
breaks the pot with the colored Dye is declared the winner.  
 

2. Kotta Pora: A pillow fight with  participants sitting on a Log at a about a height of 4 feet with 
one Hand tied to their back taking a swing at the opponent. The last person to stay on the Log is 
the winner.  

These traditional games brought joy to both the participants and observers and were a fun event where 
youth from different countries mingled with each other in good spirits while getting exposed to a unique 
cultural heritage of Sri Lanka. 

Sinhala Avurudhu Games were followed by Traditional Sri Lankan Rice and Curry served on a Banana 
leaf. Few of the overseas delegates joined the players for this traditional lunch. 

 

MPL Fellowship Dinner  

As the evening succumbed to night and darkness enveloped the Lankan skies, dinner was arranged for 
the overseas delegates at The Best Western Hotel. Where they got an opportunity to mingle with the 
MPL Players, Match Officials, Organizers and other important personnel. The MPL Fellowship Dinner 
was of course a more palatable one compared to the afternoon affair; scrumptious barbeque Dinner 
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was served to the guests as the capital city witnessed a shower. Rooftop dinner, a light drizzle of rain 
and wonderful company. Perfect ingredients for a memorable evening.  

 

28th August 2015 

Audit, Finance and Zakath Committee Meeting 

The meeting was held at Hotel Taj Samudra  and was attended by Regional Assistant Treasurers and 
members of the Audit Committee; meeting was facilitated by Mr. Yunus Suleman (Treasurer WMO) and 
Mr. Ismail Gadit (Dep. Treasurer WMO). All concerned personal engaged in discussions to devise plans 
to reengineer financial accountability towards a more reliable foundation for regulation. Concerns were 
raised about the accountability of all chapters particularly the inadequacy of current reporting and 
oversight mechanism. Some vital decisions were taken with everyone’s consensus after critically 
studying the current structure; 1) Implementation of revised financial reporting policies. 2) To improve 
not just the quality and accessibility of financial data but also the entire financial reporting model and 3) 
to introduce single set of WMO Global accounting standards. Enacting a set of global accounting 
standards would put comparisons on equal footing, making it easier for different chapters to evaluate 
their performance in comparison to other chapters and will eliminate compliance issues which are 
currently a major area of concern for some chapters. Also, it was decided that 4) Person dealing with 
financial statements in every chapters should be a professionally qualified financial/accounting analyst 
so that he/she can better access WMO financial needs and can offer best practices to resolve issues and 
will also result in elimination of any inaccuracies.  

Jumma prayers were offered in congregation at Maqbool trust followed by Lunch from Seasons,  which 
was arranged at R. Premadasa Stadium. The afternoon meal was relished by all overseas delegates 
including the Ladies wing at the stadium while supporting their favorite team for the Semi-Finals  
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MPL TEAMS 

Following the successful campaign of MPL in the year 2013, hosted by the Sri Lankan community, this 
year too, the tournament found its way to the Emerald Isle of the Indian Ocean. The event was once 
again held with utmost professionalism and adhered to the highest international standards. From the 
lush green out-fields to the orthodox pavilions, and from the veteran, experienced umpires to the 
match-fixtures and format, everything was world class.  

"It’s not whether you get knocked down; it’s whether you get up." 

Europe came to the 2nd edition of the MPL with a point to prove as their campaign in the first MPL was 
a disaster and they had returned home without registering a single win in 2013. Their opening match 
against cup holders and favorites, Pakistan went to the wire. Although Pakistan were the eventual 
winners, everybody stood up and took notice of the lads from Europe. Although the team lost in the 
semi finals to the host nation, the players came out with their heads held high having beaten previous 
runners up India and the Middle East. 

The African team also was a much stronger side than the 2013 one. Although they were unlucky to be in 
the group of death with the formidable Indian and the Home side, they put up a gallant effort. In both 
their group matches, their performance was noteworthy and they beat the European side in the warm 
up matches. If it was any consolation they won the Fair Play Award. 

Middle East got a tough draw and luck was just not on their side. They were beaten by much stronger 
teams in both their group matches but being hosts of the next MPL in 2017 could be just the home 
advantage this team is looking for. 

 Team India, the previous runners up were always going to be a formidable side. They won their first 
group match rather convincingly against a strong African team. They lost the next match to the home 
side, yet qualified for the semi finals where they faced a resurgent Europe team. The Indian Team had 
no answer to the brilliant performance put in on the day by the Europe side and lost the match. 

It was quite evident from the beginning that if anyone could give the defending champions a run for 
their money, it would be the Home side- the Far East Team. the batting line up was deep, the bowling 
had enough fire power and the camaraderie amongst the team players was evident both on and off the 
field.  

A lot of hard work and preparation was done at home to put together these fine teams and kudos to the 
team management. 2017 awaits and it could just be the year when a new team gets etched in history 
with their name on the coveted MPL trophy.  
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SEMI FINAL MPL  

 As the tournaments progressed, Pakistan topped their group. The hosts also made their presence felt 
and  qualified for the semi-finals,  remaining unbeaten in their respective group. In the pen-ultimate 
match, the host nation were up-against the defending champions.  

The Far East chapter chose to bat first, amidst a heave pro-Lankan crowd, and posted a competitive total 
of 102 runs, against a fearsome Pakistani bowling attack.. Start of the second innings was delayed 
considerably due to heavy rainfall, bringing Duckworth-and-Lewis system into play. When the match 
eventually resumed, Pakistan was to get a total of 72 runs in 10 over’s, under revised conditions. The top 
order Pakistani batsmen Adeel Iqbal played superbly, and remained unbeaten on 44 runs in just 27 balls. 
While more than half of the runs were gathered by Iqbal, another valuable contribution came from 
Danish Aziz who smashed a quick fire19 runs. Adeel Iqbal was the unanimous and undisputed choice for 
the Man-of-the-Match award for securing a place for his side in the Finals.  

 

As the tournament progressed into the knock-out stages, the Indian side pulled-up its socks to compete 
with their European counterparts. It was a do-or-die situation, with the winning team going into the 
pen-ultimate stage, where the host nation was eagerly waiting However, owing to bad weather, match 
was shortened to 11 overs each side. The European side, batting first, posted a staggering total of 127 
runs, as Yaqoob Yousuf clobbered the mediocre Indian bowling attack all over the park; though just fell 
4runs short of his half-century. His 46, along with 26 from Mohammad Pardesi, helped the European 
team post a stiff target for the Indian side. The Indian team knew that had they to tread further in the 
MPL 2, they would have to be on the offensive from the get-go. However, the European lethal bowling 
attack foiled all their ambitions. In a fiery spell, Mohammad Pardesi dismissed 3 Indian batsmen. He was 
very well complimented at the other end by Azeem Rafiq, who also grabbed a couple of wickets. The 
Indian collapsed for 66 runs. The European team won by a massive 61 runs advantage. Yaqoob Yousuf 
was declared the Man of the Match for his remarkable innings of 46 in 19 balls. 

Despite the loss in the first semi-final, the Far Eastern side was hopeful. Sri Lanka was now to face their 
European counterparts, who had, in an earlier contest, vanquished a formidable Indian side. In this 
show-down, however, the Far Eastern side left no loose-ends and defeated the European team with a 
massive difference of 47 runs. By doing so, they secured a place in the finals to have a re-match with the 
defending champions 
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Delegates Dinner Hosted by WMO FC at Barracuda Seafood 
 
After watching an exciting MPL semifinals and having productive meetings, the delegates headed off to 
the exotic beach setting of Barracuda Seafood and Grill. The dinner was hosted by WMO Far East 
Chapter. Barracuda is a renowned and an established eatery, known  for its wide array of sea-food. The 
café was chosen for its breath-taking location on the beach. The shanties provided the perfect setting 
for the dinner tables and the sand in the toes added allure to another memorable dinner.  
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29th Aug (Saturday) 
 

2nd Management Committee Meeting 
 
2nd Management Committee Meeting took place at Gregory Hall at Hotel Taj Samudra and was 
attended by all Members of Regional Management Committees (RMC) and sub-committee chairpersons 
along with The International Ladies Wing Chairperson Mrs. Fazila A.K. Ismail, Youth wing Chair Salmaan 
Hussain and Marketing Team Lead Mr. Zubair Chasmawalla.  
 
Meeting opening speech was delivered by Mr. Sulaiman Noor Mahomed (President WMO) and he 
made some noteworthy points in his opening remarks about Haji Abdul Razzaq Yaqoob (founder of 
World Memon Organisation). He mentioned that Haji Sahab was a visionary leader and how he worked 
with missionary zeal to inspire others with his leadership qualities. Haji Sahab was not just a leading 
entrepreneur but an icon in the fields of community services. Mr. President also mentioned about the 
era of Mr. Abdul Sattar Dada and commended his leadership skills as the ex-President laid the platform 
for future growth and prosperity by creating a framework and structure of WMO with strong principles. 
After admiring the hard work and selfless efforts of WMO founders, Mr. Sulaiman Noor Mohamed 
shared his goals for his term. He aims to turn WMO into a world class organization under his leadership  
where he intends to create a more integrated approach to managing finances, creating transparency 
and upholding the integrity of the organization. 
 
Vice President of each chapter highlighted major accomplishments of the chapter for 2014. Salmaan 
Hussain briefly shared youth activities conducted in each of the six chapters. Mr Zubair Chasmawalla 
was delighted to share the successful launch of “The Memon’s” in past one year which was not only a 
cost effective change compared to the former newsletter but it increased the coverage of target 
audience. Mrs. Fazila AK Ismail prepared a presentation on milestones achieved by collaborative efforts 
of Ladies of all chapters; “Memon Connections-an online memon matrimonial sits is one of them. Mr 
Salmaan Hussain was obliged to present success stories of Ladies wing to the attending audience. 
 
Mr. Sulaiman Noor Mohamed expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the entire WMO Team including all 
chapter VP/ASG, board members, trustees and leads of sub committees for their continued 
involvement,  active participation, untiring perseverance and relentless energy to make 2014 a 
prosperous year for WMO . He also announced the venue for upcoming AGAM which is as follows: 
 

WMO AGAM Venue 
2016 Bangalore, India AGM + IYC 
2017 Dubai, UAE AGM + IYC + MPL 
2018 Leicester, UK AGM + IYC 
2019 Karachi, Pakistan AGM + IYC + MPL 
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World Memon Pool Championship 
In addition to hosting The MPL and The Sinhala Avurudhu Games, The Far East Chapters ventured into a 
rather unknown territory; and organized the first-ever World Memon Pool Championship.  

The tournament was structured into a round-robin format and was parsed into 3 knock-out rounds; 
followed by the Semi-Finals and the Finals. All the league matches; including the Semi-Finals, consisted 
of Best-of-3-Frames. In the 1st Round24 contestants faced-off each other in 12 matches; with the hope 
of making into the 2nd Round. Despite its novel appearance and lack of popularity, the inaugural 1st 
Round saw people turning-up in galore and the arena was infested with anxious onlookers from various 
chapters. After a grueling 12 match marathon on the First-round, a dozen lucky winners were ready to 
face the music in the 2nd Round. 6 matches were to be played in the 2nd Round, surviving which 6 
contestant would qualify for the 3rd Round or alternatively, the Quarter Finals.  

3 nail-biting contests were lined-up for the audience in The 3rd Round. It was a show-down of the best 6 
players. The pressure was mounting as the stakes grew higher. It was a test of prowess, precision and 
patience. Salman Ameen (Far East Chapter), Saqib Qareem (Europe chapter)and Muzammil Parekh 
(India Chapter), who had looked extremely meticulous since the beginning stages, proved their mettle 
once again as they secured their places in Semi-Finals. The 3 remaining players had to play each other to 
cement a place in the Finals. Muzammil was ruthless in his flight to the Finals as he decimated both 
Salman and Saqib one after the other, and booked his place.  The other spot in the Finals was still up- 
for-the-taking and came down to the wire. Salman and Saqib locked antlers to meet the waiting 
Muzammil in the Finale.  Both Salman and Saqib threw everything at it, but it was the former who 
appeared victorious; thus ousting the latter from the tournament.  

Only one match then separated the famous from the forgotten. It was Match No. 25 and a glance in the 
arena sufficed to confirm that the event was already a block-buster success. Huge number of delegates 
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had churn-in to witness the Championship of the First International Memon Pool Championship. Going 
by the statistics and the crowd-speculation, Muzammil was everyone’s favorite; for he had been the 
most consistent player through-out the competition. And perhaps it was this over-confidence that 
ultimately did Muzammil in. In the only Best-of-5-Frames of the entire tournament, Salman turned the 
tables, as he vanquished the till then invincible Muzammil in three straight-frames. It was an anti-climax 
in a way, especially after what everyone had seen of Muzammil. But Salman Ameen from Far East 
chapter really brought his best game to the table and shell-shocked everyone to be the first champion 
of the Memon Pool Championship.  

 

 

 

Delegates Dinner at Hotel Galadari 

After winding-up the 2nd management Com Meeting and  The Memon Pool Championship, Trustees Mr. 
Eliyas Kareem and Mr. Ashrof Sattar   hosted the delegates for a sumptuous dinner  at Hotel Galadari. 
The eating experience was enhanced by the live music playing  in the back-drop and  Memoni Jokes 
courtesy Trustee Haroon Sacranie from Malawi. Later Dr. Gatrad shared a presentation on his extensive 
humanitarian work, spread across multiple nations around the world.  
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30th Aug (Sunday) 

 

WMO Trustees Meeting 

WMO trustees meeting was conducted at 9:30am in Hotel Taj Samudra on 30th August. The most 
noteworthy development of the meeting was the final resolution for the Merger of WMO and WMO CF 
into one Organization. It was the outcome of years of hard work, discussion, deliberation and conclusion 
arrived at by the Governance Committee. The Committee was appointed in February 2013 at Colombo 
under the capable leadership of Mr. Yunus Suleman. Final resolution of the merger of two institutions 
included revised constitutions. Also, a proposition to have the WMO HQ in Dubai was put to the table 
by WMO MC and was duly approved. 

MPL Finals at R.Premadasa Stadium 
 

The MPL Final occurred on 30th August in the majestic R.Premadasa Stadium. The arena was swarmed 
in dark blue, the colour of the host team as people poured in numbers, belonging to all age-groups, 
cheering for the host side. The crowd was not only hoping for an unabridged match, unlike the semi-
final where the inclemency of the weather intervened in the proceedings, but was also praying that the 
home-team could win this year’s title. Pakistan won the toss and decided to bat first and had a ballistic 
start. Fahad Jabbar, who had an excellent run rate throughout the tournament, cast his spell again and 
scored a massive 66 runs. Shahryar Ghaniwas the second top-scorer,  managed a quick-fire of 42 runs.  
These significant contributions and lower order contributions from Danish Aziz and Muhammad Bilal 
helped Pakistan in scoring a challenging total of 190 runs. From the Far East side, Zubair Hussain was 
the pick of the bowlers, who seized two important wickets and conceded only 36  in a bowling attack 
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where everyone else were hemorrhaging runs. In pursuit of the mammoth target, the Far East side could 
only manage 127 runs, and lost all their wickets without  playing the entire quota of 20 over’s. The only 
note-worthy contribution from Far East side came in the form of Razzak Wassim, who gathered 31 runs, 
but found himself lacking support at the other end.  Fahad Jabbarand  Danish Aziz, who had earlier 
contributed with the bat, chipped-in with the ball as well as they ripped open the Lankan batting line-up 
and took 3 wickets each. Remaining 4 wickets were shared equally between Abbasi and Rehan. The 
match, despite being a final, was played in the best of spirits and in a very amicable environment. The 
Pakistani team was jubilant for winning two finals in a row, while the Far East side was glad about the 
inroads they had made in the tournament and acknowledged the over-whelming support of the crowd. 
The post match presentation by Mr. Sameer Yunus drew the tournament to a close; Fahad Jabbar 
received three awards, including the Man of the Final, the MVP and the Best Bowler of the 
Tournament, for his outstanding performance. The Best Batsman of the Tournament went to Shehzad 
Ameen from the runners-up Far East chapter. He scored 163 runs in the tournament.  The safest pairs of 
hands were observed to be of Muhammad Ali who bagged a record 7 catches and 2 stampings. The Fair 
Play Award was justly given to the African side for observing and practicing Great Spirit throughout the 
tournament.  

 

All in all, the 2015 MPL was a most cherished and  memorable event. The Far East Chapter has set an 
unprecedented example and has raised the bar; surpassing which would prove to be an arduous affair. 
and all of this would have been impossible without the support of the two main sponsors of MPL: 
Phoenix Ventures Ltd(Platinum) and Expolanka Holdings plc(GOLD).  

 

All eyes are now fixed on the 2017 MPL which will be held in Dubai. It will be a challenge for the MPL 
management committee in Dubai to even parallel, if not surpass, the proceedings held in Sri Lanka. 

MPL 2015 SUMMARY 
MPL 2015 CHAMPIONS PAKISTAN 

MPL 2015 RUNNERS UP FAR EAST 
MAN OF THE FINAL FAHAD JABBAR OF PAKISTAN FOR 66 RUNS AND 3 FOR 33 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER FAHAD JABBAR OF PAKISTAN FOR 90 RUNS AND 11 WICKETS 
BEST BOWLER FAHAD JABBAR OF PAKISTAN FOR 11 WICKETS 
BEST BATSMAN AMEEN SHEHZAD OF FAR EAST FOR 163 RUNS 
BEST FIELDER MOHAMED ALI OF PAKISTAN FOR 7 CATCHES AND 2 STUMPINGS 
SPIRIT OF MEMON (FAIR PLAY AWARD) SOUTH AFRICA CHAPTER 
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International Ladies Trade Exhibition 

Ladies trade exhibition was held inside Premadasa Stadium during the MPL finals. The main objective of 
this exhibition was to create an opportunity for female entrepreneurs in the community to network and  
show case their creative and business acumen. As proposed earlier by Ladies wing committee, Mini 
trade exhibition will be a regular annual event to be held with every AGM in the host country.  
Women from Colombo participated in this event at large to exhibit a wide variety of handmade 
products, textiles, footwear products, consumer goods, especially gems and jewellery which were 
admired greatly by the visitors.  
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Gala Dinner 

It is the marquee event on the Memon Social Calendar. The most sought after red carpet invite which 
brings together the glitterati of the global Memon community under one roof for that special evening. 
The men came out in their well-fitted bespoke suits and the ladies added glamour with their designer 
labels to ascend the best dressed list.  

The elite gathering was the créme de la créme of the international community including foreign 
dignitaries, prominent business personalities, and respected philanthropists, resplendent ladies who 
doubled up as exemplary humanitarians, the MPL cricket teams and upcoming, enterprising youngsters 
making their mark in the world.  

The sublime South Lawns of the Hotel Taj Samudra were the perfect setting for the Gala dinner. 

Appreciation Awards were  given away to the various team managers and  players for the fine 
performances of their individual teams. This was ensued by the auction of the bat, which was signed by 
the captains of all the teams that took part in the MPL 2015. The proceeds were to go to Darussalam 
Maha Vidyalaya, a school which is supported by Far Eastern Chapter. A whopping sum of USD 11,000 
was collected at the end of the first auction, where the WMO President, Mr. Sulaiman Noor Mohamed, 
came-out to be the highest bidder. In order to gather more funds for the under-privileged institution, a 
second auction was then affected under the American Auction System, and was won by Mr. Moosa 
Carrim at an enormous price of USD 11,500. Generosity and charity were the order of the day, as the 
auction of the Cricket Bat was followed by a jewelry sale. A precious set of Ceylon Gem ornament was 
auctioned by the Ladies wing of Far East chapter, which added USD 1,000 into the kitty.  

As the auction drew to a close, Far East WMO Chapter Trustee Mr Ashraf Sattar came to the podium to 
chronicle the extraordinary chain of events that had led to the remarkable conduction of the MPL and 
AGAM in Colombo. The inspiring oration showed its weight and worth on the listeners, as Far East 
Chapter Trustee Mr.M.H. Omar, on the spur of the moment, announced to dedicate a magnanimous 
sum of one million dollars to the WMO far East Chapter. It was his endorsement of the extensive 
humanitarian work done by the WMO over the years. . This gesture was applauded by everyone in the 
audience including the office bearers, trustees and delegates.  

Mr.Sulaiman Noor Mohamed, then enlightened the audience with his aspirations. He was full of 
compliments towards the Far East Chapter for their contributions in making the event a tremendous 
success. He also highlighted the efforts of Mr. AC Saleem, who coined the idea of MPL in 2013, and it 
was his perseverance that had made the dream an actual realization. The President  paid pleasant dues 
to Mr. Asharf Sattar, and the entire Far East Chapter for putting their shoulders to the wheel and 
leaving no stone  unturned towards making the MPL a triumph. Mr. Omar’s generosity was also praised 
by the President and he complimented Mr. Omar for setting a new benchmark for everyone else to 
follow. He also thanked all chapters for putting up a tremendous performance in the MPL.  
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The buffet was lavish, the speeches were inspired, the camaraderie was special and the ceremony left 
everyone in awe.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

31st Aug (Monday) 
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The International Ladies Wing Meeting 

The WMO International Ladies Wing meeting took place on the 31st August 2015.It  was a huge success 
with an attendance of 96 ladies in total with global representation from the Africa, India, Pakistan, UK, 
Middle East and Far East. The meeting commenced with a due and a very warm welcome from Mrs. 
Shazia Sangani of the host country and it further continued with Mrs. Fazila AK Ismail of the 
International Ladies Wing elaborating on how women have played a vital role in the success of WMO 
and today through tireless efforts and determination are recognized as a driving force behind many 
successful projects under the banner of WMO. Mr Sulaiman Noor Mohamed (President 
WMO)addressed the ladies with a motivational talk as to how it is imperative for our Memon women  at 
all times to set higher goals as we are fortunate to be in a era where society allows women such great 
opportunities. The meeting continued as per the provisional agenda with Ms. Shabana Abdul Razzak 
Yaqoob discussing challenges women faced in the early days of WMO and presented an overview of 
current activities of Middle East chapter. Aisha Anwar highlighted the achievements of Pakistan Ladies 
Wing who have been acknowledged for their sterling work and selfless efforts and some were awarded 
"The Pride of Memon" for their successful work in their respective fields in an event conducted in 
Pakistan. Razia Chasmawalla delivered a detailed presentation on the Ladies Wing activities who are 
passionately working in India in various sectors to “Uplift” and help the needy of the community. 
Shamim Osman was unable attend this meeting however a presentation was shown outlining the many 
activities of the Ladies Wing in UK. Shazia Sangani spoke about the overwhelming support and advice 
she received from the ILW when she initiated a WMO Ladies Wing in Sri Lanka. Shazia gave a 
presentation on the activities that the Women in Sri Lanka were involved in and it was evident from the 
enthusiasm shown that Sri Lanka will be seeing more active participation from the local ladies in future 
endeavors of the Ladies Wing in Sri Lanka. Fazila AK Ismail briefed everyone on the efforts made by the 
Africa Chapter Ladies Wing who simultaneously plays a vital front role on both local and the 
international front by raising funds towards projects such as; an ambulance for Project Kashmir, a 
vehicle for transporting Children Of Special Needs in Bangalore and other projects requiring funding. 
Gulshan Sattar on behalf of the Far East Chapter ladies wing thanked everyone for their attendance and 
participation in the meeting.  

Women Empowerment Project was proposed in the meeting with the prime purpose of educating and 
empowering women with the skills and confidence necessary to secure their future and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. This project received an overwhelming response and an immediate fundraising effort 
was held spontaneously at the meeting which resulted in successful collection of funds for the primary 
stage of project execution.  

A step by Step guide on how to use the Memon Connections website was shown to the ladies at the 
meeting and the improvements that are underway. Mrs. Fazila Ismail announced the Memon 
connections Leads of different chapters which are as follows. 
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Chapter Leads for Memon Connections 
India Chapter Razia Chasmawalla 
Pakistan Chapter Aisha Anwar/Shamim Bawany/Bilqis Tabani 
Africa Chapter Jameela Joosab/Feroza Mohammed 
Europe Chapter  Shamim Osman 
Middle East Rashida Vahedna  
Far East Chapter Shazia Sangani  

 

Mrs. Fazila AK Ismail (Chair International Ladies wing) in her closing remarks appreciated excellent 
hospitality of Far East Chapter mainly the efforts of Shazia Sangani, Gulshan Sattar and Aqeela and 
applauded FC management committee for arranging not just Ladies wing meetings but also arranging 
leisure activities for ladies such as picnic at exuberant resort locations, dinners with best cuisines and 
other activities such as Memoni comical plays which was thoroughly enjoyed by females from all 
chapters. She thanked all the Chapter Representatives for their presentations and for their untiring 
efforts throughout the year and also thanked heads of special projects namely Shabana Darvesh of India 
Sanam Fayaz of Middle East and Fareeda Azeez of Bangalore. Sadaf Vahedna was thanked for her role as 
Admin in Memon Connections. She thanked Sulaiman Noor Mohamed (President WMO) for always 
encouraging ladies and appreciating all projects undertaken by them, it is his faith which invigorates the 
strength and courage in ladies to work passionately for community services as is often seen saying 
“Women are not equal to men, they are and always have been far superior than men” 
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International Youth Conference IYC3   

World Memon Organization International Youth Conference (IYC 3) on Youth Involvement as a Strategy 
for Social and Economic wellbeing of Memon Youth took place at Hotel Taj Samudra in Colombo on 31ST 
August 2015. It had four purposes:  

1) To acknowledge and explore the potential of Memon youth services conducted in different countries 

2) To engage young talented representatives of different Chapters to exchange ideas 

3) To identify new global projects that needs to be undertaken to enhance youth involvement on 
international level 

4) And to increase knowledge about youth service worldwide to different chapters participating in that 
event. Attended by more than 50 participants from 6 countries; UAE Pakistan, India, England, Sri Lanka 
and South Africa, the workshop program comprised of brainstorming sessions, which examined different 
perspectives on youth involvement in five community services followed by panel discussions and 
presentations by below mentioned project Leads. 

1. Women Empowerment Led by Sana Shakoor (India Chapter) 
2. Education Sector Led by Dania Hanif (Pakistan Chapter) 
3. Sports Led by Salmaan Hussain (Middle East chapter) 
4. B2B- Business to Business Led by Riyaz Virani (India Chapter) 
5. Memoni Language and Culture Led by Raeesa Gutta ( Africa Chapter) 

Mr. Yunus Suleman (Treasurer WMO) Chaired and facilitated the conference. In his opening remarks, he 
presented to the youth about “how to lead with integrity”. He discussed how one can gain success and 
respect in community services if one works with zero self-interest and personal gain by sharing 
experiences of some exemplary leaders of Memon community such as Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob (ARY) 
and Abdul Sattar Dada as well as our current President Solly Noor who have given selflessly towards the 
achievement of the WMO objectives to “Uplift” the poor and needy. He introduced above mentioned 5 
topics for discussions and delegated it to project leads to discuss and propose global action plans, 
budgets and timetables. 

IYC 3 was the most successful and productive WMO International Youth conference and this report 
consists of comprehensive overview of project proposals in all 5 categories of community services, 
revised International Youth Wing hierarchy and timelines of quarterly follow-ups of global projects to 
ensure IYC objectives are achieved timely.  
 
Mr. Yunus Suleman announced a special award of “Recognition and Appreciation” which will be 
awarded to the best Project lead on 14TH AGAM next year in Bangalore for successful execution of all 
projects in 2016. 
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Revised International Youth Wing Hierarchy 

IYC 1 and IYC 2 followed a hierarchy where there were 3 elected positions for IYW Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary however in IYC3 WMO committee dissolved international youth wing and all its positions.  

Mr Yunus Suleman has been tasked with the job of nurturing the Youth to take up the future leadership 
role in WMO and henceforth all Chapter Youth Wing Chairpersons and Global Projects Leaders will 
report directly to him. 

Suleiman Noor Mahomed (President WMO) along with Mr. Nowshad Gani, (Dep President WMO) Mr. 
Shoaib Ismail (Sec General WMO) and Mr. Haroon Karim (Chairman BOT) appreciated the efforts by all 
the youth from different chapters to execute a productive and successful IYC 3. Quarterly reports will be 
shared by global project leads with board members to show the timely progress of projects undertaken 
by them.  

They say “No profit grows where no pleasure is taken, do what you most affect”; with the enthusiasm 
and motivation shown by the youth in IYC 3 to passionately work for community services, it is only 
evident that we are looking at a prosperous 2016. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Delegates Dinner at the Barnsburry 
 
As the Sri Lankan sojourn was about to conclude, a final dinner, was hosted by FC Life Members - 
Mohamed Iqbal Abdul Satar Khiyani and Razzak Abdul Satar Katliya. The lavish buffet was spread 
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across the impressive setting of The Barnesburry. The ambience of the restaurant was accentuated by its 
Open-Sky arrangement, which enhanced the over-all dining experience.  

 
 

 
1st Sep (Tuesday)  

 

13th Annual General Assembly Meeting 
 
World Memon Organization held its 13th Annual General Assembly Meeting on the 1st of September, 
2015 at Crystal Ballroom, Hotel Taj Samudra Colombo. Nearly 200 esteemed guests including various 
chapter members, delegates, previous and current board members turned up for the meeting. Mr. 
Sulaiman Noor Mahomed (President WMO) commenced the meeting with a warm welcome note to all 
chapter associates gathered in the hall and thanked them for providing immaculate support. . Mr. 
President congratulated the chapters on their outstanding Performances and praised the individual 
leadership. He also expressed his gratefulness to other sub-committee leads for their presence. 
Post presidential address, Annual report of WMO for the year ended 31st December 2014 was presented 
by Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria (Secretary General WMO). He mentioned that some amendments in 
the governing documents of WMO were approved at 12th AGM; one such approval was WMO to be 
merged with WMOCF and dissolved after which WMOCF be renamed as WMO. He also mentioned 
about special committees which were formed for Audit &Finance, Marketing and Communication, Legal 
and compliance, Membership Development and Investment to improve the structure of WMO to make 
the system transparent and in compliance with the highest standards. He also highlighted the 
commendable performance of each chapter;  

 Africa chapter launched Renal Dialysis Project through which Muslim patients were helped 
financially along with other projects “Wheelchair campaign” and introduction of Memoni 
language classes  

 WMO Far east chapter meritorious efforts in providing financial assistance to needy through its 
Micro Finance Scheme were applauded. WMO FC also helped in constructing a three-storey 
building at Darussalam College. 

 WMO India chapter is doing exemplary work in providing housing to the poor and needy. 
 WMO Middle east chapter conducted various events such as Gala dinners, Annual prize 

distribution ceremony for meritorious students and other various fundraising events. 
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 Europe chapter hosted many membership drive, fundraising campaigns and other awareness 
programs 

 WMO Pakistan chapter provided financial assistance to 10,000 school students and 1150 college 
students. Also played a vital role in Rehabilitation. 

Mr. Yunus Suleman (Treasurer WMO) presented the financial year report marking the total asset 
valuation of WMO as US$ 6.5 million.  
.After the approval of WMO Annual report and Audited Accounts Trustee M.H. Omar who announced 
the million dollars donation to WMO at the Gala dinner presented the Bank Draft for US$ 1.0M Lillah 
Fund Donation to the President for use by the Far East Chapter for Education projects. 
 
Finally to wrap up proceedings, Mr. Sulaiman Noor Mohamed expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the 
Far East Chapter for their exceptional hospitality and warm generosity, signaling it was time for the 
curtains to come down on what had been an outstanding AGAM. 
 

 
 
3rd Meeting of the Management Committee 
 
3rdManagement committee meeting to discuss proposal and plans for 2016 followed the 3th AGAM at 
the same venue. It was the first time in 14 years that all chapters Vice President and Sub Committee 
chairpersons presented their 2016 plans and proposals in a “Open house”.  
 
Zakath Budget and Membership targets were set for each chapter for 2016 which are as follows: 
 

2016 TARGETS 
Zakat Budgets (USD) 

 
Membership Targets 

Africa Chapter 680,000 
 

Africa Chapter 300 
Europe Chapter 420,000 

 
Europe Chapter 120 

Far East Chapter 300,000 
 

Far East Chapter 100 
India Chapter 1,200,000 

 
India Chapter 100 

Middle East Chapter 600,000 
 

Middle East Chapter 400 
Pakistan Chapter 1,200,000 

 
Pakistan Chapter 800 

    
 

North America 30 
 
Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Dawood (Vice President Middle East Chapter) along with his ASG Mr. Ahmed 
Shaikhani elaborated on goals and plans devised for 2016. It was followed by other chapter VP 
presentations; Mr. H.M. Shahzad (Vice President Pakistan chapter) with Peer Mohammed Kalyia; Mr. 
Haroun H Joosub (VP Africa Chapter) with Dr. Haroon Gutta (ASG); Mr. Sikander Sattar (VP Europe 
chapter); Mr. Abdul Cader Saleem (VP Far East chapter) and Aslam Satar (ASG FC) and lastly Mr.Shafi 
Mulani with Mr Zubair Chasmawalla for Indian Chapter. From these presentations it was only evident 
that we are looking at a prosperous 2016. 
 
Mr. Zubair Chasmawalla (Chairman Marketing and Communication Committee) informed about the 
digitally based monthly magazine “The Memon” which replaced the former print based newsletter 
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“Memon Alam”. He shared his plans of launching a “Mobile App” in 2016 to increase connectivity and 
highlight global activities of all WMO chapters to the masses. 
 
Ms. Dania Hanif (Youth Education Program Lead) shared the projects and proposals discussed in 
International Youth Conference which focuses on empowering the youth to become leaders of 
tomorrow. Youth wing have proposed projects in 5 categories of community services; Women 
empowerment, Sports, Preservation of Memoni Language and culture and Education sector. Global 
Youth projects will be conducted in upcoming year to equip the young minds with best education, good 
health, and strong values to become visionary leaders of tomorrow. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you Sri Lanka for the wonderful sights, warm hospitality, endearing hosts and the 
unforgettable memories. You will be missed. 

 

 

 


