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I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank 
our compassionate brothers and sisters for their mag-
nanimous generosity and steadfast support towards the 
World Memon Organisation in the Holy month of Ramadan.  
 
Helping those in need is one of the key aspects of this pious month 
of mercy. And Zakat (that which purifies) is a religious obligation 
for all Muslims who meet the necessary criteria of wealth. As one 
of the Five Pillars of Islam, Zakat can lead us to a more productive 
and successful existence, both as an individual and a community. 
 
Giving charity is not just crucial for the well being of the needy but 
could be the greatest boon bestowed upon the wealthy.

As Allah (swt) states in the Holy Quran (At-Tawbah 9:103):

“Take from their wealth, alms so that you may cleanse 
them, thereby and cause them to grow in purity and 

supplicate for them”

This verse clearly informs us that charity purifies a person in a num-
ber of ways:

1. It purifies ones porperty in a SPIRITUAL  sense by making 
it more blessed and legitimate;

2.  It purifies the heart of the GIVER from selfishness, greed, 
materialism and lack of concern for fellow human beigns;

3. It purifies the heart of the RECIPIENT from jealousy and 
hatred for those who possess more than them;

4. And lastly, it purifies SOCIETY from social injustices and 
class struggles. 

May Allah (exalted be He) make us among those who give! 
May He enable us to understand and fulfill our obliga-
tion of Zakat, thereby incurring His mercy and pleasure. 
 
On behalf of my wife Zohra, my family and myself - we wish 
each and everyone of you a very blessed eid and may the rest 
of the year be a healthy , happy,  peaceful and prosperous one.  
 
Ameen.

Yours sincerely  
Suliman Noor Mahomed  

President, World Memon Organization
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Ramadan Kareem
“The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah, is as 
the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a 

hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He pleases. And 
Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-Knower.” 

~ Holy Qur’an (2:261)

THE blessed month of Ramadan is a month of mercy and generosity. In keeping with 
the bountiful spirit of giving in Ramadan, there were extensive, admirable campaigns 
undertaken by various chapters of WMO to provide food, shelter and clothing to our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters across the globe.

Feed The Fasting

In the Ramadan of 2015, the World 
Memon Organisation, Middle east 
Chapter served Iftar meals for the en-
tire duration of the holy month. A camp 
was set up in Dubai and 37,500 Mus-
lim brothers were provided meals for 
30 days as they gathered together to 
break their fast under one roof.

These brothers are mostly poor migrant 
workers employed in the bustling Mid-
dle east construction industry. They toil 
laboriously throughout the day, with-
out food and water, building skyscrap-
ers that will soon adorn the Dubai sky-
line whilst religiously fasting under the 
hot desert sun.

Since then the Ramadan Iftar Camp 
has become an annual feature on the 
WMO Middle east Chapter Calendar. 
This year two camps have been set up 
at Sonapur and Dubai Investment Park. 
75,000 meals will be distributed during 
the 30 day tenure.

PepsiCo International has joined hands 
with the World Memon Organisation 
for the admirable cause of the Rama-
dan Iftar Camp, in yet another example 
of a prestigious multinational, endors-

ing and offering steadfast support to 
the Global Humanitarian endeavours of 
WMO.

Mr Mahmood Shaikhani, stalwart of 
WMO Middle east Chapter has pio-
neered the project along with other 
distinguished members of WMO who 
have given steadfast support to this 
commendable campaign. Mr. Shai-
khani has firmly cemented the bond 
with PepsiCo International, taking this 
wonderful collaboration, one step fur-
ther to organise  another camp - the 
third, in Ajmaan next year. We intend 
to serve a hundred thousand meals in 
2017. Insha-Allah.

And they give food, for 
the love of Him, to the 
Miskeen (the poor) and 
the orphan. Saying: ‘We 
feed you seeking Allah’s 
Countenance only. We 
wish for no reward, nor 

thanks from you.
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On the 12th June 2016, the World Memon 
Organization [Africa Chapter] & Purposeful 
Giving once again visited the Itireleng com-
munity, which is an informal settlement on 
the doorstep of Laudium. This has become 
one of our annual Ramadhaan projects and 
we have built strong ties with this commu-
nity who are very appreciative when we visit.   
The community still lacks the basic everyday 
necessities and we can only make dua that 
Allah (SWT) enables us to continue with our 
endeavours. Hopefully we will soon make a dif-
ference in the lives of these wonderful people.  
The following items were distributed:

•	 50 party packs to the children
•	 50 chicken Licken meals for the children
•	 80 hygiene packs
•	 80 grocery packs
•	 80 packs of toilet rolls
•	 80 bags of oranges
•	 Loaves of bread
•	 2 Deghs of Food

Special mention of Zafreen Feizul Ayob-Carim 
and her team for their tireless endeavours to-
wards this admirable cause.

After a Ramadhaan visit to the 
Klipspruit area by Mr. Moosa 
Carrim (Patron) and Mr. Haroun 
Gutta (ASG) of the WMO Africa 
Chapter, we found that there was 
a great need for a shelter, which 
could accommodate the orphans 
and the elderly who were home-
less.  Apa Latiefa; a very well-
known and respected woman in 
the community has been man-
aging a charitable organisation 
supported by WMO and vari-
ous other Muslim organisations. 

After witnessing the dismal con-
ditions these residents were cur-
rently living in, we decided to 
improve them with the donation 
of a mobile unit. The unit consist-
ed of 8 rooms, a kitchen, a dining 
area and a make shift lounge. This 
unit has been purchased by WMO 
at a costs of approx R250,000.00 
and was promptly delivered. 

 
We hope that it will provide the 
much needed comfort and sup-
port to the deserving.  Inshaa Allah.   

may allah(swt) bless moosa Car-
rim Bha and his family who has 
made a substantial contribu-
tion towards this project in the 
mubaarak month of Ramadhaan.  

 
We look forward to our next visit to 
Klipspruit where we hope to meet 
the occupants of the shelter as well 
as assist with the hamper distribu-
tions to the community. Inshaa Al-
lah.

Shelter
for Humanity

Purposeful 
Giving
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WMO Youth wing India Chapter car-
ried out the yearly distribution of 
tarpaulins (taal-patri) to poor fami-
lies of cancer patients outside TATA 
Hospital (Parel, Mumbai)

The afflicted travel from different 
parts of the country for treatment 
for themselves or their families and 
are forced to live on the streets due 
to lack of funds and rising medical 
costs.

It is our humble attempt to provide 
some relief from the torrential rains 
and make their lives just a little bit 
easier. 

HOSPITAL VISIT

Youth wing India chapter distribut-
ed fruit packets to 150 patients at 
Saboo Siddique hospital in Mum-
bai.

From an 85 year old women to 
young mothers, suffering children 
to men with terminal illnesses. In-
itiatives like these remind us con-
stantly to be thankful for our health, 
that we often take for granted and 
realise how fortunate we are.

may allah accept our endeavours 
in this blessed month.

the Youth wing of india Chapter 
donated 12 ceiling fans, 300 books 
and eatables as part of our educa-
tion initiative during Ramadan.

ad Bawla orphanage (Versova, 
mumbai) houses 220 young muslim 
girls. some as young as 3-4 years 
old who have no family to call their 
own.

this is part of india youth campaign 
of upgrading and helping as many 
orphanages as we can over the next 
6 months.

Live with
Dignity

WMO Monsoon Relief 
Initiative
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Alhamdulillah, the WMO Far east Chapter distributed 
2470 Food Ration Packs during The Blessed Month of 
Ramadan.

About 450 Parcels were distributed to the poor and de-
serving familes of the Memon community and the rest 
to the underprivileged Muslim Families in Colombo 
and surrounding areas.

We also distributed 1000 bags of 10 kg rice in the  vil-
lage of Mutur.

The funds for the admirable initiative were generously 

contributed by Memons in Colombo, Sri Lanka as well 
as our brothers residing in Singapore and Dubai.

The total contribution was Sri Lankan Rupees 
15,179,900 (uSD 104,000)

We are grateful to our donors who supported the wor-
thy cause in the Blessed Month of Ramadan.

may allah subhana wata’ala reward their kindness 
and accept our humble endeavours.

ameen!

Ramadan
Food Ration
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Mr. Abdul Satar Dada is undoubtedly  a man of ex-
traordinary success, more importantly he is a man 
of exceptional value.

Baron of Industry, One of the Richest men in Bot-
swana, Powerful Political Figure but the title he 
would gladly settle for is Humanitarian. While his 
impressive list of business accomplishments stretch 
a fair distance, his generosity remains unmatched.  

This is the incredible journey of an enterprising  
young lad who brought water to his parched village, 
the councillor who   diligently fulfilled his obliga-
tions towards his town, the brilliant  businessman 
who uplifted communities across the nation, the dis-
tinguished  statesman who made his country proud 
and the benevolent   humanitarian who served 
mankind across the globe. 

This is also a story of hard work, integrity, determi-
nation and astounding success. 

But the most important lesson you can learn from 
the fascinating life of Mr. Abdul Satar Dada is  “Only 
a life lived for others is a life worthwhile“

“ Try not to become a man of success, 
but rather try to become a man of value.”

~ Albert Einstein

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d aCover Story
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THe BuSIneSS BAROn OF BOTSWAnA 

So you have landed in Botswana, Southern Africa. You 
take a cab to your hotel, unpack, order breakfast and en-
joy a fluffy omelette with your grilled chicken sandwich. 
As you glance over the headlines in the local paper, your 
cell phone rings and you rush to meet your business as-
sociate in Gaborone.

Let’s sum up how Mr Abdul Satar Dada has influenced  
your very first hour in  Botswana.

The eggs, the newspaper, the cab, the call and even the 
chicken could be courtesy, Associated Investment De-
velopment Corporation (AIDC)

The AIDC Group corporate portfolio boasts a diverse 
range of investments, encompassing
 motor vehicle dealerships, printing and publishing, steel 
merchandising, aircraft sales and charter, real estate and 
property management, poultry farming ,feed produc-
tion and telecommunications. 

From one small retail outlet in 1962 to the Associated 
Investment Development Corporation (AIDC), a mam-
moth and hugely-successful business conglomerate. 
Such is the long road travelled by AIDC Chairman, Mr. 
Abdul Satar Dada and is testament to his extraordinary 
business acumen and entrepreneurial enterprise.

THe enTRePReneuR  

unleashing a talent for spotting business opportuni-
ties and identifying gaps in existing markets, combined 
with the ability to put in place sound management sys-
tems, Mr. Dada ventured into new vehicle sales, acquir-
ing along the way, franchise rights to such prestigious 
marques as Toyota, Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Chrysler, Jeep, 
Dodge, Jaguar, Land Rover amongst others. 

He then made further investments into other vastly dif-
fering economic sectors, including property develop-
ment and agriculture. 

The rest, as they say, is history. By 1990, the prestigious 
home-grown Motor Centre Group merged with the oth-
er companies and the AIDC conglomerate was born. 
With calculated investment risks, AIDC has now further 
expanded into other countries, currently South Africa, 
the Middle east, united Kingdom and the united States 
of America. 

AIDC gives testament to the fact that with passion, vi-
sion and the dutiful following of good business ethics, a 
private citizen enterprise can become one of the great-
est contributors to national growth and development. 

THe COMMunITY MAn

True to the spirit of the AIDC  Group that the communi-
ty is the soul that drives the day to day operations of a 
business, the company is intently involved in an array of 
social developmental activities in every province of the 
country where it has a presence.

The AIDC conglomerate is committed towards Commu-
nity work and actively initiates charitable and assistance 
projects across the whole spectrum of society. It is cur-
rently immersed in a number of projects for the uplift-
ment of under-privileged communities, promoting and 
supporting sports, helping the poor and needy, offering 
assistance to the infirm and disabled as well as providing 
housing for the destitute. 

The Group has also had a huge impact in the field of 
public health, first by building and donating a ful-
ly-equipped reproductive health clinic in Bontleng and 
now by the construction of two further clinics in the vil-
lages of Kanye and Molepolole.

The commendable corporate responsibility programmes 
are a tangible tribute to the humanitarian heart of Chair-
man Abdul Satar Dada.

Mr Satar Dada (Chairman of University of 
Botswana) with Former President of Botswa-

na, His Excellancy Quett Ketumile Joni Masire 
at one of the Fund Raising Gala Dinners
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Q: WHen anD WHeRe 
WeRe yOu bORn?
I was born on the 9th of January 
1940 in Moshupa, a village in the 
Southern Region of botswana.

Q: WHaT aRe yOuR 
eaRLIeST cHILDHOOD 
MeMORIeS?
 I can only remember the days in 
Zeerust, South africa where my 
parents settled, as there were 
no border controls then. apart 
from the fact that we hail from 
Porbander, India I have no other 
memory. 

Q: WHaT kInD OF 
WORk DID yOuR 
PaRenTS DO?
My father had a shop. He was 
a soft and kind hearted person 
who lost his business due to his 
compassionate nature as people 
took advantage of him. 

Q: WHaT kInD OF 
HaRDSHIPS DID yOuR 
FaMILy exPeRIence 
WHILe yOu WeRe 
GROWInG uP?
at the tender age of 9, we were 
struck with grief due to the 
passing away of my father – this 
was the beginning of the many 
challenges that lay ahead.  With 
hardly any savings and 6 lit-
tle mouths to feed, my uncles 
relocated us to Lichtenberg in 
order to offer financial security 
and support. My mother had to 
augment the income by teaching 
Madressah classes at home.

Q: WHaT WaS yOuR 
FIRST JOb?
at the age of 15, whilst still at 
school I decided to work the 
afternoons in a café to assist my 
mother with household expens-
es.

Life was difficult as we had to 
make ends meet on a monthly 
basis. I started to make Islamic 
frames in the evenings for the ex-
tra income.  I then changed jobs 
and joined a large department 
store but we were still strug-
gling to put food on the table. It 
was at that time that I decided 
to try my luck at business and 
moved to botswana to convince 
my uncles to assist me in open-
ing a shop.

That did not materialise but I 
kept trying. I also approached a 
family group in South africa who 
helped people to set up shop by 
supplying merchandise on a soft 
loan basis but since I was young 
and had nothing to back me up, 
this resulted in another failure. 

Q&AThe

ABDUL SATAR DADA

Success is not final, failure 
is not fatal: it is the courage 

to continue that counts.
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Q: What was one of 
your most defining 
moments in life? The 
turning point.
My friend and I finally came across 
a small retail shop in kanye which 
had run into financial difficulties. We 
negotiated on a rental for the shop 
and agreed to pay off the creditors. 
I assured the creditors that I would 
settle their debt if I was given  rea-
sonable time and further supply of 
merchandise to which they agreed 
and it was hard work from there on. 

This is really where the journey 
started.

I worked long hours. after closing 
the shop, I used to travel to nearby 
villages to collect goods and return 

late at night to off load 
and pack for the store, 
so that I’d be ready for 
the morning grind. The 
hard work paid off and 
business flourished. This  
prompted me to run a 
wholesale department 
side by side which also 
gained momentum. I 
ventured next into flora 
and fauna as our store 
was ideally located on 
the way to the kalahari 
Desert.

It was during this time 
that a new business 
opportunity present-
ed itself – customers 
would enquire about 
the availability of motor 

vehicles for sale. I would then source 
the vehicles and sell directly to the 
customer. eventually a second hand 
dealership came into being.

My first retail shop was the corner 
stone of all my future business 
ventures. It was my life altering 
moment. 

Q: When did you get 
married and tell us a bit 
about your family?
With a thriving business, I was now 
ready for marriage and married 
Zaynub in 1962. We had a very good 
married life which lasted 50 years. 
We have 2 sons and a daughter, all 
married and 13 grandchildren. My wife 
worked very hard, she managed the 
shop when I was away, and she was 
always there for me and stood by 
me during the difficult times. 

Sadly in 2013,  Zaynub passed on 
leaving a huge void in my life. as 
the almighty allah SWT in the holy 
Quran reminds us that with every 
difficulty comes ease… I was fortu-
nate enough to find a dynamic and 
likeminded lady to share my life with 
– ayesha Jhaveri from Durban. She 
has once again brought warmth and 
light into our home. She is loved by 
all including my family and friends. I 
couldn’t be happier. 

With the late Zaynub DaDa

Abdul SAtAr dAdA in hiS younger dAyS

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d a
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Q: you are one of the 
most distinguished 
business personalities 
of botswana and a gi-
ant of industry. Tell us 
a little bit about your 
business empire and it’s 
diversified interests. 
In 1974 – The family moved to 
Gaborone, botswana to enable 
our children to attend school. 
after acquiring the engineering 
business, I searched for a vehicle 
franchise and decided on Toyo-
ta as the Motor Vehicle trade 
was taking off. an opportunity 
arose for the Toyota  franchise, 
although the brand itself was not 
very popular. after tough negoti-
ations I was successfully award-
ed the Toyota Franchise in the 
December of 1975. Then in 1978 I 
got my first order from the Gov-
ernment. That really got the ball 
rolling and I never looked back. 
 
With the correct business man-
agement skills and employment 
principles, additional franchises 
and dealerships were added. My 
weekends were spent travelling 
to oversee the respective busi-
ness operations. 
 
This was only the beginning.  
 
Through determination and the 
will to succeed I ventured into 
construction, engineering, chick-
en rearing and distribution, print-
ing and publishing, real estate, 
agriculture, pharmaceutical, live 
stock farming and telecommuni-
cations amongst others.  
 
I am a person who likes to make 
things happen. I am aggressive 
and when the opportunity arises, 
I don’t hold back. Mobile net-
works were a relatively new field 
at that time but I had the fore-

sight  to explore  its vast poten-
tial and today, as chairman of 
Orange botswana, I am glad that 
I trusted my instincts and added 
telecommunications to the aIDc 
portfolio.  
 
“Only those who will risk going 
too far can possibly find out how 
far one can go.” I firmly believe in 
those words. 
 
I took calculated risks. a few of 
my ventures didn’t get the de-
sired results but I persevered till 
I knew I had given it my all, irre-
spective of success or failure.  
 
along the way, we have been 
rewarded for our hardwork. Our 
company has won numerous 
awards, testament to our suc-
cess from automobile makers 
Toyota and Mercedes for excel-
lence in Sales and Services. 
 

Q: What is the secret 
of your success? 
I couldn’t have achieved what I 
did, had it not been for the bless-
ings and barakah from our crea-
tor. allah (SWT) has given me the 
strength, good health, a loving 
family and dedicated employees.

I ventured into many projects 

as I had the energy, stamina and 
determination to succeed. I was 
motivated and always yearned to 
make things happen. I craved the 
excitement of a new business 
prospect, had vision, trusted 
my gut feeling  and grabbed the 
opportunities   when they were 
presented to me.  
 
not all of them were successes, 
I had a few failures.  but each 
failure was a stepping stone to 
success.  
 
always remember that, “Success 
is not final, failure is not fatal: it 
is the courage to continue that 
counts.” 
 
My success lies in honesty, hard 
work, perseverance and taking 
calculated risks. Running a vast 
business empire needs the right 
team and I always took care 
of my employees. I give them 
good incentives and in certain 
cases equity in the business 
to motivate them as they are 
an integral part of my success 
story. I carved a niche for myself 
in the field of Business because 
of our considerable and enormous 
credibility which we carefully 
and painstakingly  built over the 
years- both as an individual and a 
conglomerate.

Mr. Satar DaDa anD Son, YuSuf DaDa receiving an awarD froM
autoMobile MakerS toYota.

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d a
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Q: Tell us about your 
foray, journey and role 
in the social and politi-
cal arena of botswana.
From a young age, whilst still 
in kanye it was in my blood to 
assist whenever I could and my 
first challenge was when the vil-
lage faced scarcity of water. The 
water had to be brought in from 
a few kilometres, and although 
there were pipes lying around, 
there was no one to take the 
initiative to connect them. after 
taking requisite permissions from 
the local authorities to install, we 
connected the pipes with assis-
tance from the locals and finally 
brought water to the village. This 
incident had a ripple effect and 
people started to call on me reg-
ularly, for all forms of assistance.

When we achieved independence 
in 1966, I was nominated as a 
councillor from the Southern Dis-

trict council for 5 years. Thereaf-
ter I stood in the General elec-
tion and was elected, unopposed 
until 1974, the year I moved to 
Gaborone. I served on various or-
ganisations to make a difference 
to people’s lives. I was once again 
nominated to the Gaborone city 
council and served on many com-
mittees namely finance, licensing, 
amongst others and got involved 
in various organisations which 
served  the community.

cOuncIL DayS In kanye
This was my first public appoint-
ment and a learning curve. at 
times, meetings would last for 
days and I had to fulfil both my 
business and political responsibil-
ities to the best of my abilities 
hence time management was 
crucial. 

cOuncIL DayS In GabOROne
Having just started a new busi-
ness it was a difficult balancing 
act but it had to be done.

naTIOnaL TReaSuReR 
Due to my involvement in the 
council I attended regular party 
meetings and it was then that 
the ruling botswana Democratic 
Party members pushed me to 
stand for Deputy Treasurer.

In 1990 I was elected unopposed 
as the Deputy Treasurer of the 
bDP and later as national Treas-
urer, a post which I continue to 
hold to date.

PaRLIaMenT
after the 1994 General election 
the President called upon me 
and appointed me as a specially 
elected Member of Parliament . I 
was actively  involved in various  
Parliamentary committees during 
my term and diligently  fulfilled 
my responsibilities  for the next 
5 years.

I enjoy Politics and world affairs. 

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d a

Mr Satar DaDa with PreSiDent of BotSwana, hiS excellency lieutenant General SeretSe 
KhaMa ian KhaMa. hanDinG over of clinic DonateD By a. S. DaDa founDation
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Q you are a gener-
ous benefactor to 
many charities and a 
renowned philanthro-
pist. Talk to us about 
the innumerable Hu-
manitarian causes 
that you support 
both in botswana and 
around the globe.

We are all here on earth to help 
others hence I participate in 
every opportunity to serve man-
kind. I believe that allah (SWT) 
has created us to be ambassa-
dors of His good work therefore 
my role and responsibility do not 
end till we have contributed and 
assisted those in need.

under the aS Dada foundation, 
we are building clinics and homes, 
donating blankets, clothes, 
wheelchairs amongst many other 
essential items to the less fortu-
nate. Through  the university of 
botswana Foundation, we pro-
vide  bursaries and scholarships 
to deserving students every year 
in our endeavour to promote 
education at all levels across the 
country.

I also serve on many charitable 
organisations and associations.

bOTSWana MuSLIM 
aSSOcIaTIOn

I took part in the affairs of the 
Jamaat during the early  days in 
the 1960s and then as an active 
member, rose through the ranks.

I was elected Treasurer of the 
botswana Muslim association 
(bMa) and later as President of 

the bMa, a post which I contin-
ue to hold to date. To serve the 
association was very interesting 
with most weekends, involving 
meeting and discussing the 
affairs of the Jamaat and solving 
the problems faced by its people. 

I now serve as chairman of the 
university of botswana Founda-
tion board. I am also the Director 
and Deputy chair for the botswa-
na Railways board, chairman of 

President’s Housing appeal and 
Patron of Disabled Organization. 
We accomplished building the 
600th home for the underpriv-
ileged on 4th June 2016, under 
the President’s Housing appeal. 
all 600 houses were constructed 
from funds donated by the pri-
vate sector and civil society.

This was indeed a milestone 
achievement! We hope  to reach 
the 1000th home soon.

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d a

Mr. A.S Dada, Ex-President of the World Memon Organisa-
tion & Chairman of the A.S Dada Foundation, was awarded 

the “Presidential Order of Meritorious Service”, 
by the President of the Republic of Botswana
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WORLD MeMOn 
ORGanISaTIOn
My participation in WMO began in 
2001 with the first meeting which 
was called in Dubai by the 5 found-
ing members - Hajee Saheb, adam 
noor, Razaak Tasty, ebrahim Latif 
Jamal and aboobaker kassim. 
Wherein it was decided to form 
the WMO. Then the second meet-
ing was held where the serious 
business was conducted , leading  
to the birth of WMO in 2002. until 
then, my involvement was limit-
ed, as just another member from 
africa. I then became a trustee 
and got engaged in the affairs of 
the Organisation. I had a very good 
relationship with all our Trustees, 
Patrons and members and it has 
been a fascinating  journey.

The first President elect was ARY 
Gandhi popularly known as Hajee 
Saab. He was one of the founder 
members and his commitment  to 
the cause of worldwide advance-
ment of the Memon community, 
was absolute . During his tenure, 
we shared a close relationship  
and he always consulted  me on 
matters of the  community. He 
was the main pillar of support , a 
magnanimous donor and single 
handedly built a global network for 
the furtherance of WMO.

In 2011, I was elected as the 2nd 
President of the WMO, a very chal-
lenging position as I had big shoes 
to fill . To keep in touch with 7 
chapters was itself a task. Shahid 
Sangani and myself kept a weekly 
consultation to attend to issues 
concerning the chapters. 

We carried on with the good work 
done by Haji Saheb and contin-
ued with our global humanitarian 
endeavours to make a difference 
in the lives of millions around the 
world. 

although I had another term I 
decided to retire and handover the 
position to someone younger and 
more energetic.

Q : When all is said and 
done, what do you want to 
be remembered for? explain 
what you are doing now to 
create a legacy worthy of 
remembering. 
I believe if you help others achieve their 
dreams, then you will achieve yours. 

I remember as a young lad trying to 
set up shop but facing disappointment 
as nobody came to my assistance. I 
always wanted to right that wrong and 
bring about a change. 

It’s my constant endeavour to  em-
power the local citizens of botswana. 

as an empowering tool I established an 
organisation called The business Place 
in collaboration with Investec bank, 
the Government and other corpo-
rate companies to provide business  
training to the citizens of botswana, 
enabling them to stand on their feet. 
The organisation  has benefited many 
young individuals by helping them set 
up their own business 
enterprise. This was 
done under the 
auspices of the uni-
versity of botswana 
Foundation at 
no cost to those 
who seek counsel 
and assistance.  
The Institute 
provides 

courses in Finance, business Manage-
ment and Work ethics. 

It has been my lifelong ambition to 
partner with young, local entrepreneurs 
in joint business ventures. I enjoy get-
ting involved in any project at infancy 
and once successful to hand it over to 
others to run it. 

We also provide employment to over 
2,000 members in our group of compa-
nies. 

Q: you have received many 
awards during your lifetime. 
Which are the ones that 
hold a special place in your 
trophy cabinet? 
I have been the recipient of many 
awards in the business field from 
automobile makers Toyota, Mercedes 
amongst others and have been hon-
oured by various organisations in soci-
ety. but the two Presidential awards, 
the Presidential Order of Honour in 1991 
and the Presidential Order of  Meritori-
ous Service in 2014 hold pride of place 
on my mantelpiece.

a b d u l  s a t a r  d a d a
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t h e  K a s h m i r  p r o j e C t

There are few places in the world as beautiful as 
Kashmir. There are few places in the world as turbu-
lent as Kashmir.

The white snow capped mountains turned crimson, 
as the region got engulfed in territorial conflict since 
1947, the year which marked the Partition of India 
and Pakistan. Both countries have waged wars over 
Kashmir. Hundreds of thousands have died since, 
and each year countless, innocent inhabitants are 
critically injured as the valley continues to succumb 
to militancy and terrorism.

HeLP (Human effort for Love and Peace) 
Foundation of Jammu and kashmir

HeLP is an nGO established in 1997 by nighat Shafi. 
It was set up with the objective of assisting the vic-
tims of the devastating violence in strife torn Kash-
mir. The organisation began its work in the field of 
education and health care. Revival of age old tradi-
tion, culture and programs for women empower-

ment were subsequently introduced.

With a team of dedicated trustees, volunteers and 
staff, HeLP Foundation conducts camps and events 
wherein the afflicted are given free check ups, 
consultation, medicine and are provided multiple 
health care services. The organisation has penetrat-
ed deep into rural Kashmir where the impoverished 
locals need them most.

birth of the kashmir Project

A collaborative project between the World Memon 
Organisation and Help Foundation was proposed 
by noorain Fayz Latif, daughter of Mrs. Maimoona 
Hassan Darvesh to Fazila AK Ismail - President, WMO 
International Ladies Wing. On hearing about the 
wonderful work and services offered by the HeLP 
Foundation in one of the most sensitive regions of 
the World, the International Ladies Wing (ILW)com-
mittee found themselves very drawn to the project 
and eager to get involved.

The kashmir
Project
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ILW on being made aware of the situation on the 
ground, endeavoured to extend a helping hand and 
conducted a needs analysis, which resulted in iden-
tifying a greater want for an ambulance service.

The Ladies Wing of the Africa Chapter committed 
themselves to raise the required funds to purchase 
an ambulance and thereafter there was no looking 
back.

The ambulance

The ambulance is now used for emergency pur-
poses, visiting the intervening areas and units of 
the HeLP Foundation scattered across the Kashmir 
Valley. In addition to this, if any vulnerable case is 
identified and there is a need for immediate hospi-
tal care; the ambulance is available to take the pa-
tient to the nearest medical facility. The services of 
the ambulance are also offered to various hospitals: 
SMHS Hospital, Bone and Joint Hospital Srinagar 
,LD Hospital Srinagar and CHILDLIne.

As the siren pierces the air and the ambulance pen-
etrates deep into the heart of a valley, gone silent 
under curfew. A grievously injured child is rushed 
to the nearest hospital, the victim of another mind-
less act of terror is saved in the nick of time. It’s just 
another day for the World Memon Organisation, 
reaching to the far corners of the World, fulfilling it’s 
endeavours of Serving Mankind. The shiny beacon, 
atop the ambulance brings a glimmer of hope to 
a land, plunging deeper into Satan’s dark abyss. A 
land, ironically, once called Heaven on earth.
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PReSeNTATION TOPIcS YOUTH WINg MeNTORS

1. Dowry Rehana Hanif Gabrani

2. Community educational Institutions Dr. Aqib Javed Vayani

3. Female education Abdul Haseeb Vayani / Dania 
Hanif

4. early Marriages Altaf Vayani

5. Inter Communities Collaboration Khubaib Poonawala

6. Community Hospitals Faisal Abdul Baqi

7. Preservation of Community Infrastructure Jawwad Arif Choksi

8. Preservation of Memon Culture Ammar Moten

The next step was to look for brilliant Memon young-
sters who would be then expected to do research on 
these topics. The purpose was to get them involved in 
the study of different issues, enable them to explore 
the problems themselves and to introduce them to real 
concerns. Research was therefore considered as the best 
strategy that would compel them to investigate. We held 
an orientation session one week before the actual event 
where the participants were given a brief training session 
on how to conduct research. They were also taught pres-
entation techniques and public speaking methods. This 
training session was conducted in a classroom environ-
ment where they learnt the basic tools of research and 
public speaking. The participants were then assigned 
their topics and each team was also given a mentor from 
the Central executive committee of the youth wing. The 
mentor’s responsibility was to to guide their teams and 
help them out during the research process. Our CeC 
members in their role of mentors were constantly en-
gaged with the teams and helped them in their research 
as well as preparation of the presentations. 

The youth wing at Pakistan has a tradition of maintain-
ing team spirit. This event was one more manifestation 
of this. This event was led by Abdul Haseeb Vayani un-
der the guidance of the chairman Khurram Shehzad. 
Tasks were distributed among other members. Khubaib 
Poonawala was the co-lead, presentation segment was 
managed by Ms. Sumrin and the responsibility of Master 
of Ceremony was given to Dr. Aqib Javed. The theatrical 
performance, coordinating with the speaker, arranging 
the venue, managing the lunch, sponsorship efforts, 
other logistics etc. were so many tasks that would have 
been impossible without the input of all CeC members. 

On event day, the teams appeared all prepared in formal 
attires fully geared to win. each team presented in front 
of a large audience and a panel of judges. The judges 
were also carefully selected Memon professionals who 
have made a mark in the fields of social work, academia 
and business. These were our judges;

•	 Ms. Sumera Muhammad 
Manager, Skills Development Program-Center for Executive 
Education and Visiting Faculty at IBA - Institute of Business Ad-
ministration, Karachi 

•	 Mr. Nasir Aziz
Technical Specialist, General Management, Marketing, Pre and Post 
Construction Solutions Expert

•	 Mr. Abid Beli
Entrepreneur - Project Consultant at Akhuwat Foundation- Founder At 
Madjoint Studios - Partner At China Pak Trade
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Think
Wise 2016

WMO Youth Wing Pakistan Chapter, held its signature 
event Think Wise on May 29, 2016 at the Karachi School 
of Business and Leadership Auditorium. Staying true to 
its tradition, youth wing PC yet again brought something 
different to the table. ‘agar tum Chaho (If you endeav-
or)’, was the theme of the Think Wise 2016. This year the 
aim was to encourage the young minds of Memon com-
munity to highlight the problems within the community 
and suggest solutions. 

This was the first time when the participants were actu-
ally involved in the whole event and had to brain storm 
ideas and come up with solutions to the myriad prob-
lems, affecting the Memon community in Pakistan. The 
idea behind “agar tum Chaho” as the name indicates 
was to encourage the youth of the community to be the 
agents of change and plunge headlong into  conduct-
ing painstaking research and then proposing solutions 
to the various problems plaguing our community. It en-
couraged them to think, take ownership and be respon-
sible. 

Think Wise 2016 was a research based presentation com-
petition in which there were eight teams who competed 
for a prize of 10,000 Rupees. It was followed by a motiva-
tional talk and then a theatre performance. 

The WMO team came up with eight different topics that 
reverberated with the Memon community. The advan-
tage Pakistan chapter has, is that the Memon communi-
ty does extensive  social work in Pakistan. Memons have 
their own community hospitals, educational institutes, 
vocational training institutes and several community 
organizations that are constantly involved in providing 
welfare services. This allowed us to come up with issues 
that pertain to the social services and community. It also 
gave us a wide range of subjects that could be explored 
and studied. We therefore identified the following eight 
topics.



The presentations by all 
teams were truly impressive. 
It was amazing to see the 
young Memon girls and boys 
speaking their heart out on 
the issues of community. 
They had carefully studied 
their assigned topics and had 
come with brilliant solutions.

Although each team gave their best shot, but as in any 
competition, we had one team which outshone the rest. 
Their topic was “Community Hospitals”. This team had 
visited community hospitals in Karachi, interviewed key 
figures and also did a survey that inquired about the 
services. The team in their presentation highlighted the 
problems confronting those hospitals and also present-
ed concrete solutions. They were thus crowned as the 
best team and took home the AGAR TuM CHAHO win-
ner’s Medals and a cash award of PKR 10,000. 

After lunch, Mr. Zohair Alibhoy addressed the audience 
and gave an inspiring talk on how we can all work to-
gether to be the change we want to see in this world. 
He took the theme of Agar Tum Chaho and inspired the 
audience to believe in themselves and keep trying. His 
talk centered around the factors that cause failures and 
how to avoid them. 
Since the motto of the WMO Youth Wing Pakistan Chap-
ter is “Fun with Learning” the fun element, after the in-
tense learning session was brought about by Team Dra-
maCulas, who put up a theatrical performance which left 
the audience in splits! It was a truly captivating perfor-
mance that gave a beautiful ending to the event. 
All in all, it was a thoroughly well thought out, well exe-
cuted event put together by the WMO Youth Wing Paki-

stan Chapter and the post event success could be seen 
on social media, where several participants of the event 
blogged about their experience of being associated with 
ThinkWise 2016! These participants are not only voicing 
their admiration but also acknowledging that this event 
was a learning experience for them.

Here is the link to one of the blogs: https://goo.gl/YkXsNz

It was a rare opportunity when the youth got a chance to 
present their own solutions. For years, the Memon com-
munity has been dominated by senior members who 
continue to propose their recommendations and take 
decisions. This event was a testament to the fact that the 
young people of today have the required skills as well 
as the passion to be agents of change. All they need is 
opportunity and guidance. The WMO PC youth wing is 
committed to providing them with steadfast  support. 

A very commendable and proud outcome of this event 
has been that some of the participants are so inspired, 
that they are aiming to launch social action projects. The 
whole exercise of researching the problems has given 
them a chance to be exposed to contexts that otherwise 
go unnoticed. We at WMO Youth Wing PC are committed 
to produce an engaged and socially aware generation 
that is capable of solving its own problems and can con-
tribute to the upliftment of the community. 

AUTHORS
Reeda Sheikhani & Abdul Haseeb Vayani

t h i n K  w i s e
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The Power 
ofWords

“I have a Dream!”
~ Martin Luther King

“Ask not what your country can do 
for you, ask what you can do for your 

country.”
~ John F Kennedy

“I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, 
tears, and sweat.”

~ Winston Churchill

Are these just words?

We beg to differ!

With those iconic words, Martin Luther King started a revolu-
tion, John F Kennedy inspired a nation and Winston Church-
ill won the War. Compelling lines, accentuating  powerful 
speeches have the potency to overthrow Governments, 
launch movements, motivate armies and deliver victories. 
Over the centuries, great orators have always had an impact 
on people’s hearts and minds. The Memon Community is 
blessed to have our very own - Mr. Suliman noor Mahomed 
(President - World Memon Organisation)

On the 24th of April, at the WMO South Africa AGM in Pre-
toria, Mr Solly noor delivered a rousing speech. As he elo-
quently calls to God, Country, Community by addressing 
himself as a devoted Muslim, proud South African and em-
phatically begins addressing the audience in the Memoni 
language, a few memorable lines leave a lasting impression.

“We live by what we are and what the Quran tells 
us. We have to Care for Mankind.”

“This is why WMO was born, to care for those that 
need it most.”

“Allah’s work never stops!”

“Don’t miss the joy, Don’t miss the Sawaab that we 
get from running WMO.”

If you wanted to join the World Memon Organisation but 
lacked the motivation. If you wanted to Make a Difference 
but lacked the impetus. Listen to the inspired oration and let 
his invigorating words stir you up..

.. to Serve Mankind.

mr. suliman noor mahomed
President - World Memon Organisation
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You Gave

And We Served

Mankind

Together,
We can 
Make a 
Difference

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16

REflECtion  
2015/16
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TRANSFORMING 
LIVES THROUGH 
EDUCATION.  
 

WMO believes Education is a 

fundamental human right. 

 

Education is important in helping to 

improve lives, break the cycle of 

poverty and ensure that all people, 

particularly children have control 

over their destiny. 

 

One of the principal aims and 

objectives of WMO is to facilitate the 

promotion of education at all levels. 

 

Each year thousands of deserving 

students receive scholarships from 

the World Memon Organisation at an

annual cost of $ 2.5 MILLION. 

 

Your ZAKAT contributions ensure 

a proper education for

the children and shape their lives.  
 

Your Legacy
Will be
an Educated
heart and mind
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MITI
TRANSFERRING KNOWLEDGE,
ABILITIES, VALUES and SKILLS 
 

Memon Industrial and Technical Institute (MITI) was recently conferred 

as the top ranking Vocational Training Institute in Pakistan by the National 

Vocational & Technical Training Commission. 

 

The 1st Place award is testament to the vast strides MITI has made since 

its inception.  

 

MITI was established under the auspices of the World Memon Organisation 

on May 31st, 2009. It is a vocational and technical training institute for 

the youth offering a wide variety of technical, IT and multimedia courses. 

 

MITI opened its doors with just 7 trades for men and today boasts of c

ourses in 31 disciplines for men, along with 25 for women. 

 

MITI has always been the 

Flag Bearer of the 

Humanitarian Work done by 

WMO and offers scholar-

ships to hundreds of 

deserving students each 

year. Over 40,000 

graduates of MITI have 

secured employment 

or are self 

employed.

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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BUILDING HOMES,
COMMUNITIES,
FAMILIES and LIVES. 

A SIMPLE DECENT SHELTER IS A BASIC HUMAN 

RIGHT AND A PRIMARY NEED FOR ALL. 

for over a decade the World memon 
organisation has carried out rehabilita-
tion projects, primarily housing which 
constitutes the corner stone in the 
well-being of a community. 
the organisation works towards the 
alleviation of poverty in the memon 
community by providing homes to our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters.   

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Housing Projects in india, Pakistan, 
sri lanka stand completed in the 
cities of Hyderabad, Bangalore, surat, 
ahmedabad, mehkar, Colombo, 
sindh and Karachi  
more than A THOUSAND DESERVING  

RECIPIENTS are appreciative HomE 
oWnERs under the Wmo banner. 
around  2.5 million dollaRs 
are spent each year towards housing.

Your ZAKAT contributions go a long way in 

bringing a smile on the faces of the children 

who stay warm and safe in the confines of 

their homes, you have so generously  provided.

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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A NEW BEGINNING

“We all lived in the slums of mehkar village, 
surrounded by dust, dirt, disease and death. my 
husband passed away in 2013, at the age of 29, 
after a prolonged fight with tuberculosis. He was 
an illiterate man who tried to provide the best he 
could for his family but we could never save
enough for a home. 
 
i have now moved into the housing colony built by 
Wmo on the outskirts of mehkar. i always thank the 
almighty for giving me this opportunity to raise 
my 5 year old son in an atmosphere where he can 
breathe fresh air, in an environment that promises a 
new beginning.  
 
i can now hope for a brighter future for my child. 
Perhaps he can grow up to become a doctor 
and save lives. His father would have wanted that.”

 
Mehkar is a village 
in the state of 
Maharashtra, 
India. The 
World Memon 
Organisation 
built a colony 
in 2014 and 
gave away 20 
housing 
units to the 
deserving.

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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For Syria
“It starts with a single step. When 

you walk across the border fence. 

You leave behind your country, your 

home, your life. You feel a void, a 

state of emptiness. You lose your 

sense of belonging, your identity, 

your being. You have just become in-

visible. You have just 

become another Refugee. 

 

Then starts the thousand mile 

journey through purgatory.

Family members being buried where 

they fell along the way, children 

succumbing to hunger and thirst, 

friends shot dead while 

crossing borders.  

 

It’s a trial of Faith. He puts me here. 

I trust His plan. He will

 Bring me Home.”

Refugee crisis in Europe
the refugee crisis in Europe has tested the will and resolve of its people and governments, but most of all our 
fellow brethren who are fleeing death, destruction and starvation in search of safety and an opportunity to live. 
 
the World memon organisation has contributed one hundred thousand 
dollars (USD100,000) towards this pertinent cause. 
 
the Wmo team has stood firm, shoulder to shoulder with the innocent victims of this mass exodus, and 
personally distributed refugee aid at several camps across Europe including tovarnik, tabernovce, Calais 
and dunkirk under the leadership of mr. Khalid Jussab. 
 
Hundreds of refugees were provided meals along the migration route, soup kitchens were set up and blankets, 
warm clothing, shoes were provided to make their rigorous journey a little more comfortable.  
 
9 large containers packed with medical equipment, medicines, blankets, tinned food and various items of warm 
clothing were shipped to turkey enroute to syria from the united Kingdom.  
 
food packs were distributed at refugee camps that have mushroomed in turkey, along the syrian border.
 
as the threat of starvation looms large in syria, we hope the world follows and donates generously towards the 
cause of hunger.
 

We request you to say a quiet prayer for our less

fortunate brothers and sisters, maybe shed a tear 

and do your bit towards Serving Mankind.

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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MALAWI 
 HOPE FLOATS 

The year 2015 started on a disastrous note 

with devastating floods ravaging southern 

Malawi in Central Africa. Hundreds lost their 

lives, thousands lost their homes and

livelihood.  

 

The World Memon Organisation immediately 

sprung into action.  

 

Monetary contributions along with aid in the 

form of food packets, plastic sheets and 

blankets were provided to all flood victims. 

The WMO team marched into areas afflicted by 

the floods, braved the hardships and played a 

pivotal role in delivering food, relief material 

and setting up shelters for the displaced.

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16

South Africa
WE WERE HERE BY THEIR SIDE 
WMO stood up against Xenophobia in South Africa and helped the victims 
of this grave injustice by collaborating with other humanitarian organisa-
tions on the ground.  
Meaningful contributions were also made towards Operation Hydrate, an 
initiative to provide water and bring some relief to the regions, scorched by 
the drought in South Africa.

PAKISTAN
WE WERE THERE  
A devastating earthquake measuring 7.7 on the richter scale hit Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and the northern regions of India in October 2015. 

$50,000 was released for bringing immediate relief to those affected by 
the catastrophe.

SRI LANKA
In May 2016, more than 300,000 people were affected by severe floods and land-slides fueled by the torrential rains 
in Sri Lanka. We seek your generous contributions to rehabilitate those who lost their homes and livelihood.

YOUR DONATIONS SAVE LIVES.
YOU ENABLE US TO PROMPTLY DELIVER AT THE MOST VULNERABLE TIMES
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Wonder
of
women

WOW 

Strong women empower
other women 
 
WoW is an initiative by WMO-YOuTH WInG for women 
empowerment. 
 

If you get, give 

If you learn, teach  

- Maya Angelou

WoW has initiated a program to provide training skills, spe-
cifically in embroidery and sewing to a group of 25 under-
privileged women in India. The Youth Wing - India chapter 
has donated sewing machines along with a day of technical 
training each week. Plans are afoot to start a training centre 
on the outskirts of Mumbai.   
 
The objective of WoW is to enable women to stand on their 
feet and become financially independent, ensuring a better 
upbringing for their children.  
 

Your contributions 
empower the hand that 
rocks the cradle

The Ladies Wing of WMO has collaborated on a number 

of Humanitarian Endeavours across the globe. Your 

Donations enable them to contribute towards these 

worthy causes.

• Kashmir Project 

Ambulance service pro-

vided in the Kashmir 

valley.

• Children with Special 

needs

• Al Noor Foundation for 

the Blind in Malawi

• Nepal Earthquake Appeal

• Widows charity in India

• Lohara Girls orphanage 

in India

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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RAMADAN IFTAR CAMP  
 

In the Ramadan of 2015, the World Memon Organisation, Middle east Chapter organised 
Iftar meals for the entire duration of the holy month. A camp was set up in Dubai and 
thanks to your invaluable contributions, 37,500 Muslim brothers were provided meals for 
30 days. 
 
These brothers are mostly poor migrant workers employed in the bustling Middle east 
construction industry. They toil laboriously throughout the day, without food and water, 
building skyscrapers that will soon adorn the Dubai skyline whilst religiously fasting under 
the hot desert sun. 
 
In 2016, we are expecting over 60,000 Muslim brothers. 

Spare a thought,

share a meal and

Feed the Fasting.“Whoever feeds a fasting 
person will have a reward like that of the 

fasting person, without any 
reduction in his reward.” 

- At-Tirmidhi

Last Year, 

through your 

generosity,

all of this 

was made

possible.

YOU CREATED A BRIGHTER FUTURE  
You shaped the lives of thousands of children by providing them free 
education in Pakistan. 

YOU MADE DREAMS COME TRUE  
A Hundred underprivileged families in India got a roof over their head in 
the Ahmedabad housing project, Gujarat.  

YOU GAVE HOPE 
You delivered meals, shoes, warm clothing, medicines to a sea of human-
ity migrating from Syria into europe.  

YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE  
You stood up against Xenophobia in South Africa, delivered aid to flood 
victims in Malawi. Provided funds and water to children reeling under 
the heat and drought in Africa.  

YOU CHANGED LIVES 
You empowered Women across the Globe.  

YOU SHOWED YOU CARED 
You fed the fasting for the entire month of Ramadan in the Middle east.   

Thank You!

ReFLecTIOn 

2015/16
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“Charity never decreases wealth. 

Rather, it increases it...

it increases it... it increases it.”

~ Messenger of Allah

wmoworld.com/donate

fb.com/wmoworld instagram.com/wmoworld @wmoworld

ReFLecTIOn 
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